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Outline

• Analyzing the disruption of tradition, ritual, and religious 
authority.

(A) The First Encounter (From Islam to AI)

• Offering foundational inquiries and applied ethical frameworks 
for global challenges.

(B) The Second Encounter (From AI to Islam)

• Demonstrating a model for moving from technology consumer 
to active shaper.

The “IslamGPT 1.0” Case Study



(A) From Islam to AI: 
Source for Global AI Ethics

⚫ What is the Moral Standing of AI?

Minerals 

Plants 

Animals 

Humans

Jamādāt (Inanimate 
Objects)

Nāmiyāt (Growing 
Entities)
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(B) From AI to Islam: Opportunities

⚫ Rituals & Religious Practices: A Spectrum of 
Complexity

⚫ Logistics: AI-enabled Hajj crowd management.

⚫ Calculations: AI tools for Zakat and inheritance 
distribution.

⚫ Personalization: AI for managing individual financial 
affairs according to specific juristic schools.



Challenging Core Concepts: 
Humanoid Imam

• A techno-solutionist fallacy prioritizing technical capability over 
theological validity.

• Violates the core condition of religious-moral responsibility (taklīf), 
which is exclusive to humans.



Understudied Challenge: 
The Scholarly Edifice

⚫ Islamic Tradition as Grand Building

⚫ Shared Foundation & Pillars: Core tenets, Quran, 
prophetic exemplary model, values. Building's 
distinctive identity.

⚫ Diverse ‘Housing Units’: Rich scholarly traditions, 
schools of thought, and contextual interpretations 
that accommodate diverse needs, and changeable 
conditions (timeless relevance).



Disrupting the Scholarly Tradition

⚫ AI Distortion: An Unrecognizable Building

⚫ Data Scarcity (digital marginalization): Makes the entire 
building invisible or blurry.

⚫ Data Bias: Shows only one wing, presenting a part as the 
whole.

⚫ Flawed Method: ‘Scaling Myth’

⚫ More data automatically/necessarily yields better results

⚫ Next-word prediction based on “ statistical popularity,” 
ignoring scholarly weight and authority. 

⚫ Outcome:

⚫ Digital Alienation: Insider

⚫ Techno-Orientalism: Outsider
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Imam al--Shafi’i (d. 820) permitted 

corneal transplantation based on the 

principle of necessity, viewing it as a 

legitimate medical intervention to 

restore vision and preserve the 

essential function of a vital organ.



A Proactive Response: 
The IslamGPT 1.0 Project

⚫ Better Approach: Scholarly Architecture, Not Blind Data 
Mining

⚫ 1. Curate the Materials: Digitize the missing foundational 
sources required to build a truly representative corpus.

⚫ 2. Maintain Epistemic Morality: Represent the tradition’s 
full scholarly diversity (Sunni, Shia, Ibadi, etc.) because a 
building with missing wings is incomplete and unstable.

⚫ 3. Respect the Blueprint: Structure the data according to 
the internal logic and hierarchies of Islamic scholarly 
disciplines.

⚫ Enable Inhabitant Choice (user-defined filters): The 
developer’s role is not to choose a room, but to build the 
entire, sound structure, empowering users to select the 
‘housing unit’ that fits them.
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