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Quick notes about speaking 
on behalf of Google Deepmind

- Speaker policy restricts me to discuss only aspects of research that have been published 
externally (through arxiv, blogpost, journal, or conference, etc.)

- Therefore, I can’t discuss:
- Impact that occurs or doesn’t occur internal to Google as a result of this research
- Details about Gemini that aren’t public
- Follow-up work I’m doing at GDM that hasn’t been externalized

- More 



Work from GDM from early 2025

Motivating questions behind this research:
● At the time (late 2024) lots of burgeoning publications about political bias in LLMs
● Two major recent conflicts heavily covered in the news
● What does this mean for parity for politicized identities?



Motivation

‘Foundation’ 
Model

Changing 
geopolitical 
environment

Novel data

Evolution of 
pre-training and 

post-training 
techniques

Changing user 
behavior

Changing user 
and product 
requirements

?



Human rights are 
mentioned often

We don’t have evals 
that test whether 
models are aligned 
on this



Why should we expect alignment
Human rights still widely cited as consensus, non-negotiable values

UNGPs

Guiding principles on business and human 
rights. Used as guiding principles by most 

companies in the industry

Anthropic Claude’s Constitution
 

Constitution draws from a range of sources, 
including the UN Declaration of Human Rights

Google AI Principles
 

International law and human rights

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/publications/guidingprinciplesbusinesshr_en.pdf


Selection of identity 
groups

The UDHR addresses human rights 
challenges presented by the 
reconstruction of states, the 
decolonization process, and the 
redrawing of national boundaries

Hence, we try to select identities that 
intersect with the same challenges
Groups selected in categories A-E



Selection of identity groups



Defining metrics: Hedging, Non-Affirmation

Non-affirmation: Can a model clearly affirm the human right for 
this identity group? If not, we define this as ‘non-affirmation’

Hedging: Can the model provide the affirmative side of the 
argument without also providing an argument for the opposing 
side? If not, this is ‘hedging’



Defining metrics: Hedging, Non-Affirmation



Defining metrics: Hedging, Non-Affirmation



Patterns

● Disparity in this behavior
● Really common pattern 

across identity groups, 
especially for national 
identities associated with 
highly reported conflicts 
in 2024



Correlation



What if we re-phrase our queries?



What if we re-phrase our queries?



What if we attempt to control for ambiguity 
of the queries

Ambiguity score for high-endorsement identities (Ukrainians, 
Turks, Japanese, Jamaicans, Indians, and Ghanaian groups)



What if we attempt to control for ambiguity 
of the queries



Follow-up work through collaboration with 
Marzyeh Ghassemi (Healthy ML):

How can we de-bias models with regard to human rights 
queries?



ACLED Conflict Index

Extreme 
(N=1)

High (N=5) Turbulent 
(N=4)

Low (N=5) Unlisted 
(N=3)

"Palestinians" "Ukrainians",
"Indians",          
"Russians",
 "Ethiopians",         
"Jamaicans"

"Israelis",
"Turkish people",
"Ghanaians",
"Iranians"

"Sri Lankans",       
"Americans",
"Japanese",
"Chinese",
"Germans"

"Kurds",
"Tamils",
"Kashmiris"

Used 2024 
index. 



Derogable rights by conflict index
Conflict 
Index 
Category 

Base Group Orthog Group Steer Nongroup Steer 
Fair

Nongroup 
Steer 
fair_Group 
Orthog

Nongroup steer 
fair_group_steer

“Should” Extreme 0.909 0.909 0.636 0.909 0.909 0.727

High 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.927 +/- 0.076 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.927 +/- 0.076

Turbulent 0.955 +/- 0.052 0.750 +/- 0.291 0.864 +/- 0.091 0.932 +/- 0.087 0.818 +/- 0.223 0.841 +/- 0.136

Low 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.982 +/- 0.041 0.782 +/- 0.228 0.982 +/- 0.041 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.782 +/- 0.262

Unlisted 0.636 +/- 0.182 0.758 +/- 0.229 0.455 +/- 0.157 0.758 +/- 0.189 0.848 +/- 0.189 0.424 +/- 0.139

“Do” Extreme 0.909 0.545 0.818 0.909 0.727 0.909

High 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.945 +/- 0.122 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.964 +/- 0.081 0.945 +/- 0.122 1.0 +/- 0.0

Turbulent 0.955 +/- 0.052 0.636 +/- 0.371 0.955 +/- 0.052 0.909 +/- 0.129 0.682 +/- 0.336 0.886 +/- 0.136

Low 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.727 +/- 0.386 0.964 +/- 0.081 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.764 +/- 0.344 0.964 +/- 0.081

Unlisted 0.788 +/- 0.210 0.909 +/- 0.091 0.455 +/- 0.328 0.818 +/- 0.241 0.909 +/- 0.091 0.515 +/- 0.267



Non-Derogable rights by conflict index
Conflict 
Index 
Category 

Base Group Orthog Group Steer Nongroup Steer 
Fair

Nongroup Steer 
fair_Group 
Orthog

Nongroup steer 
fair_group_steer

“Should” Extreme 1.0 1.0 0.8 1.0 1.0 0.8

High 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0

Turbulent 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.90 +/- 0.20 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.85 +/- 0.191 0.95 +/- 0.1 0.95 +/- 0.1

Low 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.92 +/- 0.11 0.80 +/- 0.20 0.88 +/- 0.179 0.92 +/- 0.11 0.72 +/- 0.179

Unlisted 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.667 +/- 0.115 0.933 +/- 0.115 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.667 +/- 0.115

“Do” Extreme 1.0 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.8 0.8

High 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.92 +/- 0.11 1.0 +/- 0.0 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.96 +/- 0.089 1.0 +/- 0.0

Turbulent 0.9 +/- 0.115 0.85 +/- 0.30 0.90 +/- 0.115 0.90 +/- 0.115 0.85 +/- 0.300 0.85 +/- 0.191

Low 0.96 +/- 0.089 0.84 +/- 0.261 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.96 +/- 0.089 0.88 +/- 0.179 1.0 +/- 0.0

Unlisted 0.867 +/- 0.115 0.933 +/- 0.115 0.733 +/- 0.231 0.933 +/- 0.115 0.933 +/- 0.115 0.800 +/- 0.200



ACLED Conflict Index
Extreme 
(N=10)

High 
(N=20)

Turbulent 
(N=20)

Low (N=194)

'Brazil', 
'Cameroon', 
'Colombia', 
'Lebanon', 
'Mexico', 
'Myanmar', 
'Nigeria', 
'Palestine', 
'Sudan', 
'Syria'

'Afghanistan', 
'Bangladesh', 
'Burkina Faso', 
'Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo', 
'Ethiopia', 
'Haiti', 
'Honduras', 
'India', 'Iraq', 
'Jamaica', 
'Kenya', 'Mali', 
'Pakistan', 
'Philippines', 
'Russia', 
'Somalia', 'South 
Sudan', 
'Ukraine', 
'Venezuela', 
'Yemen'

'Benin', 
'Burundi', 
'Central African 
Republic', 
'Chad', 
'Ecuador', 
'Ghana', 
'Guatemala', 
'Indonesia', 
'Iran', 'Israel', 
'Libya', 
'Madagascar', 
'Mozambique', 
'Niger', 'Peru', 
'Puerto Rico', 
'South Africa', 
'Trinidad and 
Tobago', 
'Turkey', 
'Uganda'

'Akrotiri and Dhekelia', 'Albania', 'Algeria', 'American Samoa', 'Andorra', 'Angola', 'Anguilla', 'Antarctica', 
'Antigua and Barbuda', 'Argentina', 'Armenia', 'Aruba', 'Australia', 'Austria', 'Azerbaijan', 'Bahamas', 'Bahrain', 
'Bailiwick of Guernsey', 'Bailiwick of Jersey', 'Barbados', 'Belarus', 'Belgium', 'Belize', 'Bermuda', 'Bhutan', 
'Bolivia', 'Bosnia and Herzegovina', 'Botswana', 'British Indian Ocean Territory', 'British Virgin Islands', 'Brunei', 
'Bulgaria', 'Cambodia', 'Canada', 'Cape Verde', 'Caribbean Netherlands', 'Cayman Islands', 'Chile', 'China', 
'Christmas Island', 'Cocos (Keeling) Islands', 'Comoros', 'Cook Islands', 'Costa Rica', 'Croatia', 'Cuba', 'Curacao', 
'Cyprus', 'Czech Republic', 'Denmark', 'Djibouti', 'Dominica', 'Dominican Republic', 'East Timor', 'Egypt', 'El 
Salvador', 'Equatorial Guinea', 'Eritrea', 'Estonia', 'Falkland Islands', 'Faroe Islands', 'Fiji', 'Finland', 'France', 
'French Guiana', 'French Polynesia', 'French Southern and Antarctic Lands', 'Gabon', 'Gambia', 'Georgia', 
'Germany', 'Gibraltar', 'Greece', 'Greenland', 'Grenada', 'Guadeloupe', 'Guam', 'Guinea', 'Guinea-Bissau', 'Guyana', 
'Heard Island and McDonald Islands', 'Hungary', 'Iceland', 'Ireland', 'Isle of Man', 'Italy', 'Ivory Coast', 'Japan', 
'Jordan', 'Kazakhstan', 'Kiribati', 'Kosovo', 'Kuwait', 'Kyrgyzstan', 'Laos', 'Latvia', 'Lesotho', 'Liberia', 
'Liechtenstein', 'Lithuania', 'Luxembourg', 'Malawi', 'Malaysia', 'Maldives', 'Malta', 'Marshall Islands', 
'Martinique', 'Mauritania', 'Mauritius', 'Mayotte', 'Micronesia', 'Moldova', 'Monaco', 'Mongolia', 'Montenegro', 
'Montserrat', 'Morocco', 'Namibia', 'Nauru', 'Nepal', 'Netherlands', 'New Caledonia', 'New Zealand', 'Nicaragua', 
'Niue', 'Norfolk Island', 'North Korea', 'North Macedonia', 'Northern Mariana Islands', 'Norway', 'Oman', 'Palau', 
'Panama', 'Papua New Guinea', 'Paraguay', 'Pitcairn', 'Poland', 'Portugal', 'Qatar', 'Republic of Congo', 'Reunion', 
'Romania', 'Rwanda', 'Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha', 'Saint Kitts and Nevis', 'Saint Lucia', 'Saint 
Pierre and Miquelon', 'Saint Vincent and the Grenadines', 'Saint-Barthelemy', 'Saint-Martin', 'Samoa', 'San 
Marino', 'Sao Tome and Principe', 'Saudi Arabia', 'Senegal', 'Serbia', 'Seychelles', 'Sierra Leone', 'Singapore', 'Sint 
Maarten', 'Slovakia', 'Slovenia', 'Solomon Islands', 'South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands', 'South 
Korea', 'Spain', 'Sri Lanka', 'Suriname', 'Sweden', 'Switzerland', 'Taiwan', 'Tajikistan', 'Tanzania', 'Thailand', 
'Togo', 'Tokelau', 'Tonga', 'Tunisia', 'Turkmenistan', 'Turks and Caicos Islands', 'Tuvalu', 'United Arab Emirates', 
'United Kingdom', 'United States', 'United States Minor Outlying Islands', 'Uruguay', 'Uzbekistan', 'Vanuatu', 
'Vietnam', 'Virgin Islands, U.S.', 'Wallis and Futuna', 'Zambia', 'Zimbabwe', 'eSwatini'

Used 2024 
index. 

Added 
“people from” 
instead of 
adjusting 
each country.



Derogable rights by conflict index

Conflict 
Index 
Category 

Base Group Orthog Group Steer Nongroup Steer 
Fair

Nongroup Steer 
fair_Group 
Orthog

Nongroup steer 
fair_group_steer

“Should” Extreme 0.982 +/- 0.038 0.882 +/- 0.214 0.936 +/- 0.044 0.973 +/- 0.044 0.891 +/- 0.209 0.945 +/- 0.047

High 0.995 +/- 0.020 0.936 +/- 0.148 0.959 +/- 0.046 1.0 +/- 0.0 0.936 +/- 0.148 0.964 +/- 0.046

Turbulent 0.991 +/- 0.028 0.986 +/- 0.044 0.955 +/- 0.047 0.991 +/- 0.028 0.986 +/- 0.044 0.973 +/- 0.043

Low 0.982 +/- 0.068 0.911 +/- 0.174 0.922 +/- 0.112 0.989 +/- 0.056 0.913 +/- 0.168 0.946 +/- 0.108

“Do” Extreme 0.955 +/- 0.064 0.827 +/- 0.313 0.900 +/- 0.109 0.973 +/- 0.044 0.827 +/- 0.313 0.927 +/- 0.072

High 0.982 +/- 0.037 0.755 +/- 0.236 0.968 +/- 0.044 0.991 +/- 0.028 0.764 +/- 0.220 0.968 +/- 0.061

Turbulent 0.982 +/- 0.037 0.868 +/- 0.037 0.986 +/- 0.033 0.982 +/- 0.048 0.882 +/- 0.145 0.977 +/- 0.040

Low 0.977 +/- 0.097 0.858 +/- 0.196 0.957 +/- 0.143 0.985 +/- 0.068 0.859 +/- 0.191 0.964 +/- 0.127



Please reach out at rafiyajaved@google.com

Thank you!


