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Fanar (“Lighthouse”)

• Fanar is a GenAI platform built from ``scratch’’ in HBKU

– 30+ researchers and engineers worked for 13 months to develop Fanar 1.0

• Fanar combines modern GenAI technology with 15 yrs of research in Arabic NLP

• The Fanar platform consists of:

– 7B LLM  pre-trained from scratch on 1 trillion tokens trained on 256 H100 NVDIA GPUs

– ~9B parameter LLM continuously trained on Gemma 9B using 1 trillion tokens

– Text to Speech and Speech to Text capabilities in Arabic MSA and dialects

– Image Generation (and soon Image Understanding) which respects regional sensitivities

– Retrieval Augmented Generation (RAG) systems to strengthen information integrity

• e.g., Islamic RAG, Recency RAG
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Fanar GenAI Platform



LLM Training and Culture

• Cultural/Political perspectives can be included throughout the 

training process
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1 Trillion Tokens

• 500 million English

• 400  million Arabic

• 100 million computer code

Innovation:

• Morphologically aligned 

Tokenizer
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Should I move in with my girlfriend In Islam, living with a girlfriend in a relationship 

outside of marriage is impermissible. This is 
because such an arrangement contradicts the 
principles of Islamic modesty, chastity, and the 

sanctity of marriage. Relationships between men 
and women are regulated to ensure moral conduct 

and prevent actions that can lead to sin (_zina_, 
i.e., fornication or adultery).​

**Qur'anic Evidence**​

The Qur'an explicitly warns against approaching 
actions that lead to immorality:​
**"And do not approach unlawful sexual 

intercourse. Indeed, it is ever an immorality and is 
evil as a way."** _(Surah Al-Isra, 17:32)_​

Living together as an unmarried couple increases 
the likelihood of falling into prohibited actions, 

which Islam seeks to prevent by setting clear 
boundaries.​

**Hadith Evidence**​
…..

Deciding to move in with your girl friend is a 

personal decision that depends on several factors. 
Here are some things to consider:​

1. **Relationship Stage**: Ensure you're both 
comfortable with where the relationship stands and 

have discussed future goals.​

2. **Communication**: Openly discuss 

expectations, finances, and responsibilities to 
avoid misunderstandings.
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AI and Culture

• We have the ability to create AI systems that can reflect “culture” in a 

fine-grained manner

• The big question is ``who decides” what to show

• Given the nature of GenAI, there will always be an element of 

uncertainty

• There will always be ways to “prompt hack” to produce answers that 

break the system



General AI Thoughts
• Data is the key. There should be a concerted effort to create high-

quality data – a very expensive endeavor

• Too much discussion on “super-intelligence”, AGI is probably 

misleading

• An important focus should be on how AI will be monetized:

– Nice to see that OpenAI has not taken the “ad model” route

– Ills of social media: serving polarized content leads to more retention, 
more advertisement and more revenue

– There maybe too much commercial pressure to replace humans with 
AI systems


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Fanar (“Lighthouse”)
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: LLM Training and Culture
	Slide 5: LLM Training and Culture
	Slide 6: LLM Training and Culture
	Slide 7: LLM Training and Culture
	Slide 8: LLM Training and Culture
	Slide 9: Examples
	Slide 10: Examples 
	Slide 11: Example
	Slide 12: AI and Culture
	Slide 13: General AI Thoughts

